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HUGO SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT NAMED
MISSOULA—
The Richard Hugo Memorial Scholarship at the University of Montana has
been awarded to Virginia Lana Nord of Milwaukee, Wis.

Nord is the first

recipient of the scholarship established to honor the memory and work of poet
Richard Hugo.

She will receive $1,000.

The Richard Hugo Memorial fund was established by Hugo's widow, Ripley
Hugo, and his friends and relatives.

The purpose of the fund is to establish a

scholarship for graduate students working toward a master of fine arts degree
in poetry.

This is the first scholarship established solely for English

department graduate students in the humanities at UM.
Nord, the 1985 recipient, holds B.A. and M .A . degrees in English
literature from the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee.

She will be attending

UM this fall as a candidate for the M.F.A. degree in creative writing.

Her

poems have been published in poetry reviews and anthologies around the country,
and she has twice received awards from the Academy of American Poets.
According to Lois Welch, Hugo's friend and UM colleague,

"Hugo's

character and personality shaped a strong and unusual creative writing program
at the University of Montana.

His poetic voice was particularly appropriate to

the state, in its accurate and loving depiction of its people and landscapes.
(over)
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His inspired teaching and strength as a poet combined to establish a nationally
known program of creative writing at the University of Montana."
Hugo published many books of poetry, as well as a book on creative
writing and a detective novel.
Pulitzer Prize in 1979.

His "Selected Poems" was a runner-up for the

He received the Theodore Roethke Memorial Award, a

Rockefeller Grant and a Guggenheim Fellowship.

He posthumously received the

Northwest Book Sellers' Award for his "Collected Poems," which was released
recently, and his other works.
He first came to UM in 1964 and taught in the Creative Writing Program.
He became director of that program in 1971 and served in that capacity until
his death from leukemia in 1982.
The $1,000 scholarship is to be awarded annually until it is possible to
fund more scholarships in greater amounts.

The scholarship has been set up to

be awarded to a graduate student enrolled in the M.A. or M.F.A. program in
poetry at UM with preference being given to Montana residents.
The Hugo scholarship recipient will be determined each year by a
five-member Scholarship and Advisory Committee.

The first advisory committee

includes, from the English department, Welch, professor of English; William
Hitt Root and Patricia Goedicke, faculty poets; and Merrel Clubb, department
chairman.

The other member is Rick DeMarinis, writer and former Hugo student.

The scholarship will be administered through the University Scholarship
Committee and the University of Montana Foundation.
and may be made at any time.
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